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1. Introduction  

In an average winter, the Province of Noord-Holland spreads around 4,500 tonnes of road salt 

on its roads and cycle paths. The road salt used is two thirds sodium and millions of kilos, 

mainly shipped from Morocco, are stored in silos. This is completely unsustainable. 

Furthermore, the salt is not only bad for flowers and plants that grow along the road verges, it 

also pollutes groundwater.  

Three per cent of the Netherlands consists of road verges. What if we could use the grass juice 

squeezed from this verge grass as a sustainable de-icer? Would it be possible to use the grass 

as a raw material and even a source of income? The Grass2Grit project took up the challenge.  

 

 

Background 

Whilst the Dutch parliament took on a motion to promote ecological mowing methods, the 

Province of Noord-Holland was just looking at ways to cut down on costs for road management. 

A discrepancy emerges here because ecological mowing methods tend to be more expensive. 

Hence, the idea to make the grass pay for its own sustainable management by turning it into 

bio-based products was born.  

During the piloting of grass fibre production, it quickly became evident the process also 

generated a lot of juice. Grass2Grit Project Manager Hillebrand Breuker recalls: 

 

�³�,���W�R�Rk a sip of the juice, and much to my surprise, it turned out to be very salty. As de-

icing measures are �D�O�V�R���D�O�O�R�F�D�W�H�G���W�R���P�\���G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�����Z�H���Z�H�U�H���T�X�L�F�N���W�R���P�D�N�H���W�K�H���O�L�Q�N���´  


